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TSW is Leading the Charge to “Go Green”

We have a full line of electric equipment to
help facilitate all of your company’s needs.

Toro Revolution
GrandStand

Toro GTX Electric



« H1"L O 4.

The Official news of the Hi-Lo Desert GCSA | VOLUME ONE | ISSUE ONE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Board of Directors

Who named The Hi-Lodown?
“The Whole Enchilada”
Executive Director’s News
Christmas Party Recap
Honoring Roger Compton
From the Field

CV Water Summit Recap
Government Affairs
Assistant Superintendent Spotlight
Upcoming Events

ADVERTISER’S INDEX

AG-Sod

BASF

Columbia River Seed
envu
Foster-Gardner
Gowan

Harrell’s

High Tech Irrigation
Nutrien Ag Solutions
PRM

P.W. Gillibrand
Seedking Enterprises
Simplot

Sinclair

SiteOne

Stotz Equipment
Syngenta

TLC Materials

Turf Star Western
West Coast Turf

Hi-Lo Desert Chapter

&YGCSAA

8
5
25
14
28
21
29
18
10
11
20
27
8
21
24
6
11
10
inside cover
14




Hi-Lo Desert Chapter

5

GCSAA

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America

2022-2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT

Chris Bien

Desert Willow Golf Resort
cbien@desertwillow.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Nate Glaser

Ironwood Country Club
nate.glaser@icc.club

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Nick Leitner

Indian Wells Golf Resort
nick.leither@iwgr.com

PAST PRESIDENT

Jim Schmid

The Lakes Country Club
jschmid@thelakescc.com

DIRECTORS

Jacob Heck
Palm Valley Country Club
jacob.a.heck@gmail.com

Miguel Lopez
Mission Hills Country Club
miguel.lopez@invitedclubs.com

Jared Stanek
Toscana Country Club
jstanek@toscanacc.com

AFFILIATE DIRECTORS

Andy Means
Stotz Equipment
ameans @stotzeg.com

Jeff Stephenson
Nutrien Ag Solutions
jeff.stephenson@nutrien.com

ASSISTANT LIAISON
Matt Balesteri
Ironwood Country Club
matt.balesteri@icc.club

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Molly DuVall

760-397-7944

molly @duvallmanagement.com




WE HAVE A NAME!

CONGRATULATIONS

fo Jim Culley for submifiing

JiM WILL RECEIVE A $100 GIFT CARD FOR THE WIN
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SUBMITTED NAMES AND ALL WHO VOTEDI
CONSOLATION GOES TO NATE GLASER FOR THE SECOND-PLACE ENTRY OF THE DivoT Mixi
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* Now registered in California! Controliing disease is a breezs
with the #1 DMI in golf that powers Maxtima® fungicide and
Navicon® Intrinsic® brand fungicide. Spray on any turt, in any
temperature, anywhere on your grounds. It's one less thing to
worry about during your high-demand season.

u

Ready 1o #TryEasier? Contact your BASF representative
Jordan Holcomb al jordan,holcomb@basf.com or
310-310-5743, or visit betterturf.basf.us to lsarn more.

Moways read and follow label directions.
nvinsic, Madma, and Navicon are reg swrad trasemarks of BASF
© 2022 BASF Corporation. Al nghts reservad.
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INSTANT ACCESS TO THE TOOLS YOU NEED

FROM YOUR COMPUTER OR MOBILE DEVICE ~ SCAN ME 2

ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA
1830 W. Mission Road, Escondido, CA 92029 + (760) 737-2400

Cody Stewart - Field Sales, Golf & Turf
Phone: (760) 8B02-6475 « Email: cstewart@stotzeq.com

INDIO, CALIFORNIA
45050 Golf Center Parkway, Indio, CA 92201 « (760) 775-1344

Andy Means - Field Sales, Colf & Turf
Phone: {951) 377-1092 « Emall: ameans@stotzeq.com

We Make Your Life Easier.

e \W PrecisionSprayer

* 34-hp, 4-cylinder,
liquid-cooled gas engine

* AutoTrac™ Guidance System
* Individual nozzle control

» StarFire 600 receiver, |atest in
signal processing technelogy

» Easy to learn 4640 Universal
Display

¢HGCSAA
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CONTACT US TODAY:

MONTCLAIR, CALIFORNIA
4811 Brooks Street, Montcleir, CA 91763 + (909) 626-8586

Zach Moore - Field Sales, Golf & Turf
Phone: (909) 664-3209 *+ Email: zmoore@stotzeq.com

Gren Draper - Field Sales, Golf & Turf
Phone: (909) 260-5457 « Email: gdraper@stotzeq.com

Nick Scovel - Field Sales, Golf & Turf
Phone: (909) 376-6715 + Email: nscovel@stotzeq.com

WWW.STOTZEQUIPMENT.CON




“THE WHOLE ENCHILADA”

Thoughts on Overseeding 2022

Chris Bien, Hi-Lo Desert GCSA President,
Desert Willow Golf Resort

o - As the middle of February rolls in, I find myself looking back at this
past years’ overseed. This was my 15th and 16th overseeds as a
Superintendent in the desert, and in many ways the most challenging
and stressful. I am normally fairly laid back inregards to overseeding.
Calibrate, monitor the seed numbers, keep an eye on the patterns and
bag counts. When that all checks out, water,fertilize and mow.
Obviously, it is not that simple, but I have always felt that overseeding
was a fairly predictable outcome, albeit with numerous potholes to
navigate along the way.

This relaxed attitude all changed for me in mid September this past

year. | was walking out of a meeting and overheard a conversation
between managers with one manager saying “ as long as the overseeds are good we may have
a record breaking year”. I am not certain why the comment hit me like a ton of bricks but that
is exactly what happened. I'm also not sure why I hadn’t felt this kind of pressure before to
this magnitude. With a very early overseed date and weather not condusive to overseeding,

my fears/concerns/apprehension grew by the day. Of course the seed popped, and those

first glorious ryegrass mow lines were a sight to behold. Posting the pictures proudly, reading
the comments about how great it looked! All fools gold as the temps persisted and the Bermuda
began to win the battle. I thought back to the comment, and had the realization that my work
was what was going to set us back. I made a few phone calls to my closest friends in the valley,
and heard many of the same problems and outcomes from them. At least I wasn’t alone in my
despair.

Near the mid/end of October, as the cart traffic really began to take hold, I became resigned
to the possibility that the courses were not going to be great this year. It was a sobering
confession but I felt like I had put up a good fight but Mother Nature had kicked my butt.
And then... the weather broke. An undercut and a lot of fertilizer, and 10 days later ryegrass
was back and the world was right again. I called my friends again and one of them said that
as the ryegrass started to thrive again, he had a moment where he realized that it was going
to be okay and he sat on his golf cart and cried. Tears of joy? Tears of relief? Tears of
happiness? Yes! All of the above.

I am not really sure what the message of this story is other than to share with a group that
can probably relate, and maybe help someone out there who thought they were the only one
really struggling. I had no interest in writing or reading another article about how to deal
with stress. Our stress is our stress. [ will say that for me what helped more than anything
was talking to other supers. Listening, sharing ideas, complaining about the weather. It all
helped. Thanks!

Chris

P.S. Transition is right around the corner.



(®) GREENKEEPER

Intelligent Turf Management

Proudly featuring GreenKeeper University,
an in-depth online training from turfgrass experts

Craig Shafer Pat Reilly Lee Horning
craig.shafer@simplot.com patrick.reilly@simplot.com lee.horning@simplot.com
cell: (760) 250-9482 cell: (541) 279-1009 cell: (760) 250-9483

Learn more at TH.Simplot.com and follow @SimplotTurf on Twitter.

Simplot

rmancepack TURF & HORTICULTURE

© 2023 Simpiot AB Retall, Inc. All ights reserved. PerformancePack™ and Simpiot® are owned by the J R Simplot Comparny
Read and follow label drections. Confirm regstration before use
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WE'VE GOT THE BERMUDAS!

We offer four premium Hybrid Bermuda
varieties that are Drought Tolerant

and Thriving in California...Tifway and
Tifgreen, and the new kids on the block,
Tiftuf and Northbridge®

Call Customer Service to pls
your order and schedule d«
800-233-5254
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For a quote on large jobs, call
Aaron Taylor Joel Addink
951-906-5746 951-687-7581

AGSod.com




EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S NEWS

Molly DuVall, Hi-Lo Desert GCSA Executive Director

DuVall Management

Wow, 2022 came and went and now we are already off to a great
start in 2023 with just finishing the Coachella Valley Golf & Water
Summit held at Mission Hills Country Club on January 11th. With
68 golfers on the pristine Pete Dye course, followed up lunch and
the Water Summit in the afternoon with over 160 people in
attendance was great way to start off the New Year! We were
grateful for the support of the SCGA, SCPGA, USGA and CVWD to
help partner with our association to put on this successful event.
We were able to not only have our association in attendance, but
also your leaders and others in the community to listen to Dr. Baird

: (UC-Riverside), Dr. Matteo Serena and Brian Whitlark (USGA) and
the CVWD'’s District Director, Peter Nelson and Assistant General Manager, Robert
Cheng to speak on alternatives to overseeding and information on the Colorado River
basin and future funding. While much of the information is what we already know, we
do know there will be potential funding coming and we continue to wait to hear on the
funding with the USBR WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency Grant we applied for.
While I continue to be a part of the Golf & Water Task Force with the CVWD, I will now
also be a part of the smaller groups being created to allow for more communication
between the CVWD and all of your courses, to hopefully allow us to partner better
together.

This week we will be having a Field Day at Sun City Palm Desert on February 22nd. This
will be on the NR Ryegrass Trials, followed by breakfast and updates from Dr. Jim Baird.

March 28t we will be having our Winter Education Meeting at Westin Rancho Mirage
with speakers Dr. Jim Brosnan (University of Tennessee) and Kai Umeda (University of
Arizona. Dr. Brosnan will be speaking on Poa Annua and Kai Umeda on how to control
summer weeds in the desert. DPR hours have been applied for. The meeting will end
with lunch and golf in the afternoon on the resort’s Pete Dye course. We look forward
to this education meeting, as they have been few and far between due to the pandemic.
Please keep an eye out for registration and get signed up early.

Save the Date, the Spring Meeting and golf will be hosted at The Springs in Rancho
Mirage on May 16th. More information to come on topics.

For future events, we are in the planning stages of having our Election Meeting in June,
and an Assistant’s and Affiliate Tournament tentatively slated for July.

Please note, memberships were due January 1st for 2023. For anyone who has found



Possibility begins with
empowering you.

No one knows your course from tee to green
quite like you. But that will never keep us from
nurturing the relationships you've grown to value
with us as Crop Production Services. And now
with even broader resources and capabilities, your
Nutrien Solutions location is even more equipped
to help you become a more capable superintendent

than ever. nutrienagsolutions.com

Nutrien

Solutions

/ | MATERIALS
TERRY LA CURAN TRUCKING, INC.

DELIVERING QUALITY AND CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

. BARKS . USGA GOLF SANDS . BUNKER SANDS . GRAVELS

. ORGANICS . TOP SOILS . CLAYS . BOULDERS

. WASHED PLASTER - SPECIAL MIXES . DECORATIVEROCK - IMPORT & EXPORT
. SILICA SANDS . DECOMPOSED GRANITE . .

STABILIZED DG MUCH MORE. ..

P.0.BOX 714 WALNUT, CA91788
PHONE: (909) 594-2696
FAX: (909) 594-4546
EMAIL: BIGBLUE603@AOL.COM

CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S NEWS cont.

themselves a little delayed in
renewing your membership,
please do so before you are
lapsed and stop receiving

updates from the association.
Also, please make sure to check
any of your outstanding invoices
you may have from 2022 that
may have rolled into 2023.
Please contact me with any
questions you may have.

[ am very excited about what
2023 will bring to the Hi-Lo and I
cannot end this without a huge
thank you to our new 2023
Annual Sponsors. We have 20
sponsors signed up currently
with our annual program and
there is no way we would be able
to do what we do without them.
The support has bee tremendous
and shows how many of you are
recognized as great supporters of

PERFORMANCE
RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT

No SDHI controls
a broader spectrum.

Velista® fungicide Is proven to control brown patch while
emerging as a leader in fary ring control.

For more |nformau'on. contact
Lmbes '\ LGarg
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our Sponsors, as well. So,
thank you to all for bringing us
all together and allowing us to
be able to put on events, raise
monies for our scholarships

You can’t manage what you don’t measure.

- “S====  The PRM Baseline Assessment is a comprehensive analysis of the health of your soils

and your water sources, delivered in a concise report. We design biological soil management
solutions that scale - and help our customers achieve their goals of improving turf quality while
reducing inputs and saving water. By signing up for a Baseline Assessment, our soil specialist will
visit your property and gather the following:

Physical Intensive Water Analysis
Compaction  Black layer Biological Profile

Infiltration Root depth
Thatch Chemical Data

Each project starts with a Baseline Assessment

Email team@thesoilsurgeon.com to schedule

your Baseline Assessment today!

and for our research.

See you all soon! And as
always, never hesitate to reach
out if you need anything.

Molly









Two major pests. One complete solution.

Set a new benchmark in white grub and ABW control.

Experience the unrivaled insect control of Tetrino® insecticide, an insecticide solution that does the work of many by controlling not only white
grubs and annual bluegrass weevils but also a wide range of other turf-damaging pests. With flexible application timing, it even allows you

to take a preventive or early curative approach to your pest management. Up your game with the broad-spectrum control and fast-acting
flexibility of Tetrino insecticide.

Learn how Tetrino insecticide can up your game against white grub and ABW at us.envu.com/tetrino-golf

Q ®
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Environmental Science U.S. LLC, 5000 CentreGreen Way, Suite 400, Cary, NC 27513. For additional product information, call toll-free 1-800-331-2867. I E I RI N o
-

www.envu.com. Not all products are registered in all states. Envu, the Envu logo and Tetrino are trademarks owned by Environmental Science U.S. LLC or one of its affiliates. ©2023 Environmental Science U.S. LLC.
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and more 888/893-8873 westcoastturf.com



Roger was raised in Pacific Grove on the Monterey Peninsula in the 1960s and 1970s along with two
sisters and his twin brother. Roger played some golf in Pacific Grove at the beautiful 18-hole local
municipal course with nine holes running along the ocean coast, known to many as the poor man’s

Pebble Beach.

In 1976, Roger began his golf course maintenance journey at the now closed Rancho Canada Golf
Course, working weekends and whenever he possibly could. He was hired by Larry Lloyd who built
and maintained the entire Club for the local golf course owner. Lloyd became the developer of the
Turt Groomer that 1s used by Toro and other turf equipment companies. (Roger has a great story

on the Groomer coming to market to share with anyone who may have interest.) After Rancho
Canada, Roger went to Carmel Valley Country Club, led by Steve Carlton. It was a small crew of six or
seven who became a very close bunch and had a great time together. Roger had a six-hole section he
had to maintain on his own, enjoying and learning a lot, being the youngest

on the crew.

In 1979, there was rumor a new course
would be built in Carmel Valley. This was
Roger’s first dose of politics...believing the
majority of residence were opposed to
Carmel Valley Ranch being built, and he
quickly learned 1t was not something he
wanted to be mvolved with. So, Roger
decided to take a different turn and found
out Landmark Land Developer Company
was the developer and builder and he
proactively reached out to (or constantly
bugged) David Pfaff (the inhouse architect,
next to Pete Dye as the main architect) to
see 1f he could be hired on to do some
construction for the project. Thankfully,
David was one of the nicest and talented
people Roger has met and 1t worked

and Roger was hired on at Landmark!




Landmark 1s the reason for Roger being in the
Coachella Valley, bringing him here in 1979.

The valley wasn’t quite the same mn 1979, as 1t 1s
today, there were only 20 golf courses and
Highway 111 and Washington Street was a four
way stop, but that didn’t stop the young
21-year-old Roger who came to help build the
Mountain Course at then named La Quinta
Hotel. Maybe unknowingly but this began
Roger’s venture of a lifetime career in the
Coachella Valley, gaining so many mentors

along the way, as well as becoming involved in
the Hi-Lo Desert GCSA and becoming a mentor,
himself, to so many. He gained the knowledge
and friendships from Jim Mercer, Carl King,
Mike Mcgeehee, Jack Roesinger, Mike Mongielo,
Bud Lombard, John Dixon and Terry Wilcox,
along with their families, especially Tammy King
who has remained a dear friend, and whom many
of you know as the historian and biggest supporter
of the Hi-Lo.

In 1983, Landmark purchased Mission Hills
Country Club and Roger moved his way across
the valley as Jim Mercer’s assistant on the 36-hole project. He then became the Golf Course
Superintendent at Westin Mission Hills Golf Resort. Roger’s journey with Landmark lasted 14
years. Landmark was a lot of fun for Roger, as he met so many great people and knowing all of the
principals in the company were golf people made it even more enjoyable to work with.

In 1993, it was time to make a change and that he did. Roger sent his resume to Thunderbird Country
Club in April and was hired in May. This was Roger’s last stretch before beginning retirement and

16



was at Thunderbird Country Club for 30 years. He believes Thunderbird to the be the friendliest
club in the valley, also to admit he had his challenges but always felt supported by so many members
and colleagues, especially Pancho Ruelas and Ralph Cortez who have both been there for forty-three
years, contributing to much of Roger’s success over the years.

Now in retirement, Roger sets off for new adventures with his wife, Ronda, and dogs, planning trips,
hiking, fishing and finding more time to relax and be with friends and family. But don’t be surprised
if you find him consulting one of these days, just not being able stay

away from the industry he holds dear to his heart.

“I have so many memories of many people. The Superintendents and Sales

professionals in our chapter have always been there to help. I remember during bad overseedings
Rick Sall, Craig Shafer and Ty Broadhead crawling around looking for ryve seedlings and convincing
me 1t would be alright and then in the afternoon Cal Hardin and Bud Lombard would come and
look at my situation and assure me it would work out. And of course, Ross O’Fee, who welcomed
me to the neighborhood when I started at Thunderbird and he was at The Springs Club. I could
call on each one of you to help me. Two other people who helped me more than they probably
know is kd Martinez at Stone Fagle, whom I worked with twelve years at Thunderbird, and
Gaylord Moller, who was my assistant at Westin Pete Dye. We were
young and crazy and learned a lot.

1 would like to thank the Hi-Lo Desert’s Golf Course Association and
the Board of Directors for awarding me the Distinguished Service
Award. I was surprised and shocked to recerve this honor. I am
proud to be part of this industry it has come a long way.”

-Roger
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It was great to see so many Hi-Lo members at the recent Coachella Valley Golf Industry Water Summit
at Mission Hills. Molly DuVall put together a terri;c day and a special thanks to our partners at the

CVWD, SCGA, SCPGA and USGA who sponsored the summit.

As we approach February, now is the time to consider donating to Rounds4Research. The 2023 auction
is scheduled for April 24 — May 30. We are now accepting donations for rounds of golf (twosomes or
foursomes) that will be auctioned off nationally through the BiddingForGood website. 80 percent of the
funds raised from the donated rounds will go back to the chapter in which the round was solicited. The
proceeds can then be used by the chapters to fund specific projects including research, education, and
advocacy. As we all know, the research efforts at UC Riverside as well as the advocacy efforts of the
California Alliance for Golf (CAG) are vastly underfunded and Rounds4Research is a way that our local
GCSAA chapters can assist in supporting these endeavors. Facilities can donate online at
https://www.gcsaa.org/foundation/rounds-4-research/r4r-online-donation-form and the entire process takes
approximately 10 minutes. Facilities can also indicate restrictions including blackouts on times of the year
or days of the week. If you are a private facility that is unable to donate a round, we also accept monetary
donations for the program at https://gcsaa-foundation.snwbll.com/r4r-donor-form. If you have any
guestions concerning Rounds4Research, please don’t hesitate to contact me or Katie Lomshek at
klomshek@gcsaa.org or 800-472-7878.

In other news, the California Legislature reconvened on Jan. 4, 2023. The last day for bills to be
Introduced is Feb. 17. In addition to the outreach efforts of CAG and particularly the Southern California
Golf Association (SCGA), GCSAA Government Relations Manager Michael Lee and | will be making some
visits to various legislators and state departments in Sacramento this winter in an effort to better serve the
golf industry in California, particularly in regard to pesticide regulation.

Our various allied golf associations in Southern California have a terrific relationship and we work closely
together to serve all of the interests of our golf community both locally and at the state level. While all
involved will admit we have a long way to go, we are looked at by the golf industry as a model for
government relations activities, something that we can all be proud of.

Thank you for your support in 2022 and we look forward to a successful and prosperous 2023. If you
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at jjensen@gcsaa.org and follow me on Twitter
@GCSAA_SW for industry updates.

Best of luck in 2023.

Jeth
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#20 KILN DRIED TOP DRESSING SAND
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It was a spectacular day of golf on Ryan Coburn’s Pete Dye course at Mission Hills Country Club! 68 golfers enjoyed the
beautiful day, even if a little chilly, just ask Molly because she thought it was a good idea to change into shorts! What a
dumb idea!

Mission Hills Country Club’s food and beverage team put on a great lunch and followed it up with a great setting for the
Water Summit. The room was packed with over 160 people in attendance! What a great turnout for our association!

A special THANK YOU to our speakers, Dr. Jim Baird (UC Riverside), Dr. Matteo Serena (USGA), Brian Whitlark (USGA),
Peter Nelson (District Director, CVWD) and Robert Cheng (Assistant General Manager, CVWD) for presenting some needed
information especially for those who were guests of our association in attendance.

A huge thank you to the SCGA, SCPGA and USGA for co-hosting with us to make this event possible and successful.

If anyone would like copies of the presentations, please reach out to Molly — molly@duvallmanagement.com |
760-397-7944.
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and a chance of some spare time
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DAVE BURKHARDT
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Turf and Ornamental
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CLOSEST TO THE PIN

WINNERS
Hole #3 - Nick Reyes @ 28’
Hole #6 - Kevin Wallace @ 4°2”
Hole #11 - Nate Glaser @ 6°10”
Hole #17 - Derek White @ 5°10”

13t PLACE with a score of 56
Kaitlyn Ellis, Chris Maggay, Bobby Noll and Avalon Woodward

2~ PLACE with a score of 57 and winning the

scorecard playoff
Chris Bien, Derek White, Nate Glaser and Josh Tanner

3rd PLACE with a score of 57
Max Lenz, Tim Putnawm, Craig Ellis and Cabot Ellis
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Helping Plants Help Themselves

What is CIVITAS TURF DEFENSE? What are the benefits to using

CIVITAS TURF DEFENSE?

AND OUR LUCKY (we mean skill)
EAGLE SKINS WINNERS

The put together team of Ladera Ranch, Eldorado CC
and LaQuinta CC of
Cabot Ellis, Max Lenz, Craig Ellis and
Tim Putnam on hole #9
and our host Mission Hills CC team of
Ryan Coburn, Jonas Conlan, Miguel Lopez
& Edgar Mendoza on hole #14

How is it different from other
fungicides?

When should | apply
CIVITAS TURF DEFENSE?

TURF DEFENSE to healthy and actively

« Apply CIVITAS

When should | not apply
CIVITAS TURF DEFENSE?
Do not apply CIVITAS TURF DEFENSE If plants are already

nder stress at the time of application.
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Government Affairs

IMPASSE ON THE COLORADO RIVER; WHAT TO MAKE OF IT
written by Craig Kessler, SCGA Public Affairs Director & Chair CVWD Golf& Water Task Force

January 31 came and went without the seven (7) states that form Upper and Lower Basins of the
Colorado River Compact coming to agreement on how to cede enough of their extant river
allocations to meet the federal government’s (U.S. Bureau of Reclamation) short-term 2023-2026
requirements. When 2026 arrives, the seven (7) states are supposed to have come to agreement on
permanently ceding 2-4 million-acre-feet of their current allotments. As has been the case since
1922 and for reasons having to do with California’s enormous population cum agricultural sector,
California has enjoyed the largest allotment.

However, January 31 did not come and go without six (6) of those states issuing what they termed a
“consensus-based modeling alternative” that could serve as the framework for a negotiated
settlement. Arguing that their “framework” was a good 1°' step in coming to a collaborative solution,
the six states (Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, Nevada, and Arizona) proposed a model
based upon an evaporation/water loss scheme that would put the largest burden upon California,
according to California Natural Resources Secretary Wade Crowfoot, who was quoted in the Los
Angeles Times as stating that “/t doesn’t seem like a constructive approach for some states to
fashion a proposal that only impacts the water security and rights of another state that’s not part
of'that proposal.”

Go figure. Wade Crowfoot thinks that a “consensus” that vitiates the Law of the River and all past
agreements to the detriment of the holder of the most senior rights and privileges without
including the holder (California) in said “consensus” isn’t much of'a consensus. He is hardly alone.
Metropolitan Water District (MWD) General Manager Adel Hagekhalil was quoted in the Los Angeles
Times as follows:
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“We must do it (reduce allocation) in a way that does not harm half the
people who rely on the river - the 19 million people of Southern California.
We must do it in a way that does not devastate our $1.6 trillion economy,
an economic engine for the entire United States. We must do it in a way
that can be quickly implemented, adding water to Lake Mead and Powell
without getting mired in lengthy legal battles.”

Mr. Hagekhalil sounds a lot like the golf community in our entreaties to various water providers and
policymakers. we’ll get this done. we’ll get this done quickly. we’ll get this done while fully meeting
the ostensible goal of the action, in MWD’s case doing what’s necessary to add the water to Lake
Mead and Lake Powell necessary to keep both well above dead pool status. In golf’s case, doing
what’s necessary in the short term to meet emergency restrictions and in the long-term what’s
necessary to reduce water footprints more permanently.

And this why January 31 did not come and go without that largest stakeholder (California) issuing

its own proposal in a letter to the federal government from newly elected California Colorado River
Board Chair JB Hamby of the Imperial Irrigation District (1ID) - a proposal Hamby characterized in
his letter as providing “a realistic and implementable framework to address reduced inflows and
declining reservoir elevations by building on voluntary agreements and past collaborative efforts in
order to minimize the risk of legal challenge or implementation delay.”

The letter makes clear that California has no intention of deviating from its strong legal position,
going so far as to suggest that should the seven states not be able to come to

a “consensus” that would include California, everything under American law and all

past agreements require that the whole matter default to the “Law of the River,” which would
guarantee California’s right to require that all others, including the State of Arizona, perform
surgery on their allotments before California would be required to make any cuts.

One is tempted to suggest, let the posturing begin! And that really is the best way to interpret what
happened this week. The parties are positioning themselves for the coming negotiations - the 1*
round of which involves the immediate cuts necessary to keep Lakes Mead and Powell above dead
pool status with a 2" round commencing immediately thereafter in which the seven states perform
the voluntary givebacks that have characterized past practice in the Compact, the most recent of
which was the 2003 Quantification Settlement Agreement in which, as Hamby’s letter to the Bureau
of Reclamation makes vividly clear, California “was able to find ways to develop and implement
Intrastate agreements to drastically reduce water use and live within the state’s limited Colorado
River water supply.”
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SERIOUS ABOUT SEED

All turf seed is the same, right? Think again. When you buy a bag of LESCO* quality seed, you
might not think of the decades of research that went into it, or the strict quality standards that
make it so reliable. LESCO is hands-on at every stage of seed production — from lab-testing
to planting, harvesting to cleaning, and bagging to distribution. Our grower partners choose
to work with LESCO because they know we're serious about seed. And if your goal is quality
turf, you should be too. Natural turf grasses can't be beat, which is why LESCO produces
blends, mixes and singular varieties for every application — from residential and commercial,
to sports turf and golf. It's time to discover the difference.

Learn about our quality seed story
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IMPASSE ON THE COLORADO RIVER; WHAT TO MAKE OF IT cont.

Specifically, California permanently reduced
its Colorado River water use by 800,000 acre-
feet per year through various water
management programs that turned out to be
the largest agricultural-to-urban water
conservation and transfer agreement in
American history, something Hamby’s letter
suggested Arizona might c9nsider. Qr as e M oo _ urgrassseed
Hamby’s letter more caustically put it: “Just ¢ wd Wealsooffer 'stom blencllng
as the State
of California was able to find ways to develop
and implement intrastate agreements to
drastically reduce water use and live within

the state’s limited Colorado River water Available Perennial Ryegrass Variefies:

supply, so too may the ' P.rgirlrlgrruleln’r

State of Arizona be required to make similar - Process
arrangements to live within its available i FE)rrilr:T;?p;gl I|||
Colorado Coming Soon: Prominent I

River water supplies.” Contact us for a local distributor in your area.
Ryan Jeffries (303) 522-6296 - ryan@columbiariverseed.com

What to make of all this?

The Sierra snowpack may be the deepest in 40 years, a full 128% ofits April 1 average if it snows not
one flake more the rest of the winter, and that has brought substantial relief to the state’s depleted
reservoirs with the promise of much more when the snowpack melts. It has allowed the Department
of' wWater Resources (DWR) to increase its state water project allocation from 5% to 30%. However,
that won’t change anythingin the Colorado Basin, where the last 25 years have been the driest in
more than 1,200 years. Nothing about all the posturing and positioning alters that reality. Cuts are
coming, both temporary and after 2026 permanent. The precise nature of them may not yet be
known, but they’re coming.

That’s what the Coachella Valley golf community should make of all this. And that’s exactly what a

small contingent of the CV Golf & Water Task Force is working with CVWD to get out in front of
right now.

25




the Hi=LO dum
ASSISTANT SPOTLIGHT

TYLER EISENFELD

dian Wells Golf Resort, Superintendent, Class B

3
, AZ, but moved to the desert from

ave you been at Indian Wells Golf Resort?
in the Valley and at IWGR since October 2022

in Crop Production with an emphasis in Turfgrass
Management

Q: Who have been your mentors?
A: Cr Salisbury — Head Groundskeeper for the Colorado Rockies Spring Training facility
and Nick Leitner — Director of Agronomy at Indian Wells Golf Resort

Q: Do you play golf? What is your handicap or average score?
A: I have been playing golf since I was 13 years old and played competitively in high
school. My handicap is between a 7 and 8.

Q: What is your favorite course?
A: Chaparral Pines in Payson, AZ

Q: What are your hobbies?
A: A couple of my hobbies consist of golfing, trying new foods with my fiancé and
traveling.



Q: What do you think is the most important aspect of your job?
A: The most important aspect of my job is making sure the playi
highest level of playability along with making sure my team p
possible.

Q: What advice would you give people who are getting into t
A: Make sure to get your name out there and learn as mu
superintendents for any questions and support.

Q: What is your favorite part of your job? /
A: My favorite part of my job is seeing my product being played

seeing courses from a golfer’s perspective to see what I can improv
Q: What are your goals in the industry?

A: My biggest goal is to further my knowledge in the turf world an
Agronomy.

Q: What is the hardest part of your job?
A: One of the hardest things for me is the language barrier. Maki
seeing the final product from a golfer’s perspective is also someth
adapt to.

Q: Any tricks or practices that you have recently learned that you would like to share?
A: Make sure you read every pesticide and fertilizer label thoroughly and understa
what you are reading to avoid any mistakes.

Sio;‘dng Enmp’huu-c
Jim Culley Owner =
805-231-4420 Ny
e [ rises.com
Distributor of turfgrass, native and
wildflower seed, sod, plants and plugs
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UPCOMING EVENTS

A

Qt_ - = X

b

~ « _ \FIELD DAY \
“ . Wednesday, February 22
ountain Vista Golf Club @ Sun City Palm Desert
= A V' N\ -JN
“WINTER EDUCATION MEETING with GOLF
N “~_ Tuesday, March 28%"
Westin Rancho Mirage Resort

S B RN\ N

SPRING MEETING with GOLF

Tuesday, May 16y,
o LR The Spnngs \

Charge your turf to recover faster from aeration stress with the biostimulants ——

and targeted nutrition found in the Harrell’s Core Aeration Recovery T —
Program. Designed for plant heaith through foliar and scil feeding, you'l
equip your turf to endure stress better and recover faster. Rewarding you
with improved turf quality

Ask your Harrell's Representative for more information on the
Harrell's Core Aeration Recovery Program

www.harrells.com | 800.282 8007
Employee -Owned



Hi-Lo Desert Chapter

'”5 Gc s A A 2023 Annual Sponsors

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America

We are excited to announce our 2023 Annval Sponsors! If’s going to be a great year!

We appreciate your commitwent, participation and support of our Hi-Lo Pesert Chapter.

We couldn’t do what we do without you!

PLATINUM SPONSOR

$ TURF ST.
sy ©

DIAMOND SPONSORS

HE=] FOSTER- GARDNER, INC. ® SiteDne

Serving the Agricultural Community Since 1858

Golf

>~

)

ﬁ HIGH TECH IRRIGATION, INC.
D

STOTZ

EQUIPMENT




GOLD SPONSORS
O-BASF A |
'.' 5355!!;5 SImg!gEDRﬂCULTURE

WEST COAST

W1 UREF

i st rame =MV | Gowan Nutrien Gorrummanmes v

'll RP & ()R\ AMENTAL Ag Solutlons

BRONZE SPONSORS

&
syngenta

If you are interested in becoming an Annual Sponsor, please reach out to Molly at
molly@duvallmanagement.com | 760-397-7944
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