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The 2020 Rounds 4 Research auction, 
originally schedule for April 27-May 3, has 
been postponed in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Information about the future date 
for the auction is forthcoming. Donations for 
the auction are still being accepted. Please 
contact Mischia Wright, associate director, 
EIFG, if you have questions.

2020 ROUNDS 4 RESEARCH AUCTION 
POSTPONED

UPDATED MARCH 20, 2020

Much of the content of this issue of Sea 
to Sand was composed prior to the escala-
tion of the current health crisis.  We delet-
ed those articles that were rendered obso-
lete due to cancellation of events, etc., kept 
those articles that retained relevance, and 
added some content to help inform and 
guide you through the very challenging 
times we are all facing.

 If you are not already doing so, please 
regularly monitor the association websites 
(www.gcsasc.org and www.hilodesert.org) 
and Twitter accounts for resources and in-
formation.  We have added a COVID-19 re-
sources page to each site, and we contin-
ually add resources to the webpages and 
Twitter feeds.  We also circulate frequent 
announcements and resources via email, 
so if you are not receiving regular emails 
from us, please check your spam folder, 
then call or email me at (916) 214-6495 or 
mconnerly@connerlyandassociates.com.

 Association events have been thrown 
into a state of flux, but we continue to com-
municate with venues and monitor the sta-
tus of social distancing policies in antici-
pation of rescheduling.  Events planned for 
June through the end of the year remain on 
the calendar for now, and we will let you 
know as soon as we have a clearer picture 
of the feasibility of those plans.

 We continue to work closely with our golf in-
dustry allies at the state, regional and nation-
al levels on those issues of great importance 
to you and our industry, including reopening 
courses, proper safety protocols for reopening, 
aid to impacted businesses and employees, and 
more, and we will keep you informed as new 
information is available.

 Please contact me if you have any needs, 
and know that we are here to assist and guide 
you through this crisis.

 Wishing you, your family, friends, and co-
workers safety and peace,

Marc Connerly

Dear Readers,
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Dear members:

In a world that is changing day by day, and seemingly hour by hour, we know it is a stressful time for all. I 
wanted to update you on what is happening at GCSAA in response to the pandemic, and let you know about 
new golf management-specific resources we are offering in this challenging time:

We have complied a page of golf-specific COVID-19 resources. We also encourage you to send in any 
helpful hints are suggestions for the way your facility is dealing with the crisis. There is a great deal of 
general COVID-19 information out there, but we hope this information pertaining to golf course 
management will be helpful for you and your facility.

In a joint effort with the Ontario, Canada chapter, we are offering select On Demand webinars that are free 
to everyone and eligible for CECs. Of course, all GCSAA webinars are free to members, but please share 
with your friends and peers who aren’t. The free webinars will be available through June 1.
National Golf Day, which was scheduled for May 4-6 has been postponed. Due to the rapidly evolving 
nature of decisions by public health agencies, federal and state governments, a decision on whether to 
reschedule NGD will be made later.

As of Monday, March 16th, we modified our operation model and most of the staff are working remotely. All 
services are available, so, with the exception of visiting headquarters, please reach out to us in the all ways 
you normally do. We are here to help. We will continue to monitor the situation to determine when we feel 
it is safe to return to our traditional operation.

As many of you spend more time at home with your families as you practice social distancing, I just want 
to remind you that your GCSAA family is here for you. Do not hesitate to reach out to us. We are in this 
together!

Wishing you health and safety,

Rhett Evans
GCSAA CEO

UPDATE MARCH 17, 2020

RESOURCES FOR YOU AND YOUR FACILITY 
IN WAKE OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Publisher’s Note: Below is a letter from Rhett Evans, GCSAA CEO.  You are encouraged to take advantage of the many 
resources available to you by visiting the GCSAA website. 
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Many GCSAA members have had their lives impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The GCSAA Disaster Relief 
Fund is now providing financial assistance to those affected by the crisis.

GCSAA will provide up to $500 to members who have experienced the loss of their jobs, layoffs or have been 
unable to work due to the effects of COVID-19. Funds can be used for items such as, but not limited, to 
groceries, medication, fuel, personal bills and childcare.

Any GCSAA member is eligible for this assistance, excluding the Friend of the Golf Course Superintendent 
classification.

Assistance will be processed on a first-come, first serve basis. Members must contact GCSAA at 800-472-
7878 or email mbrhelp@gcsaa.org.  Members are also welcome to submit names of GCSAA members they 
may know who need assistance.
GCSAA's goal is to provide financial assistance as quickly as possible.

Donations made to the fund are an opportunity for those in the golf industry to directly assist their peers and 
are tax deductible. The fund is administered through GCSAA's philanthropic organization, the 
Environmental Institute for Golf. You can donate today online or by texting Disaster to 785-693-2593 and 
following the link in the response.  •••

GCSAA IS SERVING YOU DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Find golf-specific information and tools with GCSAA’s COVID-19 Resources.

UPDATE APRIL 8, 2020 -

DISASTER RELIEF FUND AVAILABLE TO THOSE IMPACTED BY COVID-19

By John Nachreiner • GCSASC President

If you were not able to attend, you missed the news that our association president, Don 
Ebarb, has transitioned from a superintendent member to an affiliate member by taking a 
position with SiteOne Landscape Supply. 

I have known Don for eight years and worked with him at Shady Canyon Golf Club. He is 
passionate and loyal to his family and friends, our industry and association. I have never 
seen him at a loss for words or unable to make a personal connection with another person. 

Don volunteered his time and was elected 
to the Board of Directors after our 
friend and colleague, Chris Freniere, 
passed away from Leukemia at the age 
of 30. Don felt he owed the association 

his efforts after witnessing the incredible support Chris and his family received from other 
association members and the Duff Shaw Benevolent Fund.  (continued on next page)

Thank you to all of those who were able to support the Dual-
Chapter event this year at Pechanga Resort. It was great to 
connect with so many of you and learn from our guest speakers. 
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More Dual-Chapter pictures on page 12. 

By Nick Leitner  
Assistant Superintendent• El Dorado Country Club

From a young age, I grew up playing the 
game of golf and always wanted to be a part of 
the industry. During my freshman semester at 
The University of Arizona, I planned on being a 
business major and didn’t think anything of it. 
During that first semester, I took an Introduction 
to Business course and realized that it wasn’t for 
me. I began searching for different majors and 
realized I could become a turf manager and gain 
entry into sports field or golf course management. 

Throughout my education at the U of A, I 
was able to learn many things from the head 
turf professor, Dr. David Kopec, and was able 
to transition into a student-worker position 
supporting the athletic fields at the U of A. 
When I made the transition into sports turf 
management, I began to learn the fundamentals 
and gained key insights of managing turf 
from one of my mentors Matt Anderson. In 
this article, I am honored and privileged to 
interview Matt, who helped me find my way 
and help me become the person I am today.

WHAT INTERESTED YOU IN GETTING A 
DEGREE IN TURF SCIENCE?
I was a struggling civil engineering student at Michi-
gan State.  After my freshman year, I got a job on the 
grounds crew at a local golf course where I grew up.  I 
absolutely loved the work. I had no idea that Michigan 
State had a turf program until the superintendent 
mentioned that he went to MSU to learn how to 
manage the golf course. That fall, engineering classes 
were still kicking my butt, and I made the decision to 
switch majors.  One of the best decisions I’ve ever 
made.  (continued on page 9)
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Don’s example inspired me to 
get involved and led the way for my 
participation in the governance of the 
association as well. 

Because of his membership category 
change, the bi-laws state Don must step 
down as President, which gives me the 
opportunity to fill his position. Also, 
the movement on the Board left an open 
Director position, which has been filled 
by Jason Fuertes from Industry Hills Golf 
Course. I am looking forward to getting to 
know Jason and all of our members over 
the next year.  During that time, we will 
continue our committment fostering the 
involvement of our members by providing 
quality programs and services, supporting 
the golf industry, and advancing the golf 
course management profession.  •••
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STEVE MERCURI
smercuri@harrells.com
(310) 974-0532

ANDREW CAIN
acain@harrells.com
(949) 288-1098

BILLY JAMES
bjames@harrells.com
(760) 895-0396

SERGIO VASQUEZ
svasquez@harrells.com
(760) 792-5218 

www.harrells.com  |  800.282.8007

Are you ready for year-long healthy roots?
Visit www.harrells.com or contact your sales rep today.
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® GUARANTEED ANALYSIS

Iron (Fe) ...........................................................................5.00%
 5.00% Complexed Iron (Fe)

Derived from: Iron glucoheptonate. 

ALSO CONTAINS NONPLANT FOOD INGREDIENTS

10.0% Fulvic Acid from Leonardite 
2.5% Kelp Extract from Ascophylum Nodosum

PRECAUTIONS
• Avoid getting in eyes or on skin.  The use of safety glasses 

with side shields (or goggles) and water repellent, 
chemical resistant gloves when handling this product is 
recommended.

• Do not contaminate food, feed, seed or water supplies 
during application or when cleaning equipment.

IN CASE OF SPILL OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY, 
CONTACT CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 

CAUTION

Read entire label for additional  
precautionary statements and use directions. 

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY

FIRST AID

If on Skin: Wash with soap and water.  Consult a physician if any 
irritation persists

If in Eyes: Rinse with clean water for 15 minutes.  Remove contact 
lenses after the first 5 minutes and continue to rinse.  Seek 
medical attention if irritation persists.

If Ingested:  Call 911 or a physician for treatment advice.  

Have the product label with you when calling a doctor or going 
for treatment.

250 gallons (946 liters) 30 gallons (113.52 liters) 2.5 gallons (9.46 liters)
Weight per gallon: 10.26 lbs. @ 68° F 

Root Enhancer   
Iron plus Fulvic Acid

F352

Harrell’s, LLC
Post Office Box 807 | Lakeland, FL 33802 | (800) 282-8007 | Harrells.com

NET CONTENTS

®
SO

IL
 S

U
RF

A
C

TA
N

TS

Harrell’s, LLC
Post Office Box 807 | Lakeland, FL 33802 | (800) 282-8007 | Harrells.com
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Fleet®  
100

ACTIVE INGREDIENT

Polyoxyalkylene Polymers .................................100.0%

NONPLANT FOOD INGREDIENT

PRECAUTIONS
• Avoid getting in eyes or on skin.  Use safety glasses with 

side shields (or goggles) and water repellent, chemical 
resistant gloves when handling this product.

• Do not contaminate water during application or when 
cleaning equipment. 

IN CASE OF SPILL OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY, 
CONTACT CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 

CAUTION

Read entire label for additional  
precautionary statements and use directions. 

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY

FIRST AID
If on Skin: Wash with soap and water.  Consult a physician if any 
irritation persists

If in Eyes: Rinse with clean water for 15 minutes.  Remove contact 
lenses after the first 5 minutes and continue to rinse.  Seek 
medical attention if irritation persists.

If Ingested: Rinse mouth. Do NOT induce vomiting. Call 911 or a 
physician for treatment advice.  

Have the product label with you when calling a doctor or going 
for treatment.

250 gallons (946 liters)
 

30 gallons (113.52 liters) 2.5 gallons (9.46 liters)
Weight per gallon: 8.75 lbs. @ 68°F

NET CONTENTS:

# FLEET100-2.5  #FLEET100-30  #FLEET100-250 09/17

LI
Q

U
ID

 F
O

LI
A

R 
&

 S
O

IL
 A

D
D

IT
IV

ES

®

Harrell’s, LLC
Post Office Box 807 | Lakeland, FL 33802 | (800) 282-8007 | Harrells.com

ACTIVE INGREDIENTS

3.0% Organic Matter (derived from Humus)
4.3% Humic Acid (derived from Humus)

INERT INGREDIENTS

Deionized Water ......................................................... 92.7%

NONPLANT FOOD INGREDIENTS

PRECAUTIONS
• Avoid getting in eyes or on skin.  The use of safety glasses 

with side shields (or goggles) and water repellent, 
chemical resistant gloves when handling this product is 
recommended.

• Do not contaminate food, feed, seed or water supplies 
during application or when cleaning equipment.

IN CASE OF SPILL OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY, 
CONTACT CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 

CAUTION

Read entire label for additional  
precautionary statements and use directions. 

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY

FIRST AID

If on Skin: Wash with soap and water.  Consult a physician if any 
irritation persists

If in Eyes: Rinse with clean water for 15 minutes.  Remove contact 
lenses after the first 5 minutes and continue to rinse.  Seek 
medical attention if irritation persists.

If Ingested:  Call 911 or a physician for treatment advice.  

Have the product label with you when calling a doctor or going 
for treatment.

250 gallons (946 liters) 30 gallons (113.52 liters) 2.5 gallons (9.46 liters)
Weight per gallon: 8.40 lbs. @ 68° F

EarthMAX®   
Foliar & Soil Additive

F352

NET CONTENTS

Harrell’s, LLC
Post Office Box 807 | Lakeland, FL 33802 | (800) 282-8007 | Harrells.com
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® ACTIVE INGREDIENT
100% Kelp Extract from Ascophyllum nodosum 
(microbe food)

NONPLANT FOOD INGREDIENT

PRECAUTIONS
• Avoid getting in eyes or on skin.  The use of safety glasses 

with side shields (or goggles) and water repellent, 
chemical resistant gloves when handling this product is 
recommended.

• Do not contaminate water during application or when 
cleaning equipment. 

IN CASE OF SPILL OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY, 
CONTACT CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 

CAUTION

Read entire label for additional  
precautionary statements and use directions. 

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY

FIRST AID

If on Skin: Wash with soap and water.  Consult a physician if any 
irritation persists

If in Eyes: Rinse with clean water for 15 minutes.  Remove contact 
lenses after the first 5 minutes and continue to rinse.  Seek 
medical attention if irritation persists.

If Ingested:  Call 911 or a physician for treatment advice.  

Have the product label with you when calling a doctor or going 
for treatment.

250 gallons (946 liters) 30 gallons (113.52 liters) 2.5 gallons (9.46 liters)
Weight per gallon: 8.65 lbs. @ 68°F

F352

NET CONTENTS

Seaweed Extract

820445 07/16

ROOT HEALTH
PROGRAM

Your remedy for year-long root health. 
Harrell’s Root Health Program will aid in promoting stress tolerance, root mass and length, and uniform 
distribution of moisture.  EarthMAX®, Root Enhancer, Seaweed Extract, and Fleet® are your best friends when 
it comes to root health.  Contact your sales representative for details and rates.  

SoCal GCSA Root Health Full page.indd   1SoCal GCSA Root Health Full page.indd   1 3/11/2020   12:21:32 PM3/11/2020   12:21:32 PM
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smercuri@harrells.com
(310) 974-0532

ANDREW CAIN
acain@harrells.com
(949) 288-1098

BILLY JAMES
bjames@harrells.com
(760) 895-0396

SERGIO VASQUEZ
svasquez@harrells.com
(760) 792-5218 

www.harrells.com  |  800.282.8007

Are you ready for year-long healthy roots?
Visit www.harrells.com or contact your sales rep today.
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® GUARANTEED ANALYSIS

Iron (Fe) ...........................................................................5.00%
 5.00% Complexed Iron (Fe)

Derived from: Iron glucoheptonate. 

ALSO CONTAINS NONPLANT FOOD INGREDIENTS

10.0% Fulvic Acid from Leonardite 
2.5% Kelp Extract from Ascophylum Nodosum

PRECAUTIONS
• Avoid getting in eyes or on skin.  The use of safety glasses 

with side shields (or goggles) and water repellent, 
chemical resistant gloves when handling this product is 
recommended.

• Do not contaminate food, feed, seed or water supplies 
during application or when cleaning equipment.

IN CASE OF SPILL OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY, 
CONTACT CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 

CAUTION

Read entire label for additional  
precautionary statements and use directions. 

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY

FIRST AID

If on Skin: Wash with soap and water.  Consult a physician if any 
irritation persists

If in Eyes: Rinse with clean water for 15 minutes.  Remove contact 
lenses after the first 5 minutes and continue to rinse.  Seek 
medical attention if irritation persists.

If Ingested:  Call 911 or a physician for treatment advice.  

Have the product label with you when calling a doctor or going 
for treatment.

250 gallons (946 liters) 30 gallons (113.52 liters) 2.5 gallons (9.46 liters)
Weight per gallon: 10.26 lbs. @ 68° F 

Root Enhancer   
Iron plus Fulvic Acid

F352

Harrell’s, LLC
Post Office Box 807 | Lakeland, FL 33802 | (800) 282-8007 | Harrells.com
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ACTIVE INGREDIENT

Polyoxyalkylene Polymers .................................100.0%

NONPLANT FOOD INGREDIENT

PRECAUTIONS
• Avoid getting in eyes or on skin.  Use safety glasses with 

side shields (or goggles) and water repellent, chemical 
resistant gloves when handling this product.

• Do not contaminate water during application or when 
cleaning equipment. 

IN CASE OF SPILL OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY, 
CONTACT CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 

CAUTION

Read entire label for additional  
precautionary statements and use directions. 

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY

FIRST AID
If on Skin: Wash with soap and water.  Consult a physician if any 
irritation persists

If in Eyes: Rinse with clean water for 15 minutes.  Remove contact 
lenses after the first 5 minutes and continue to rinse.  Seek 
medical attention if irritation persists.

If Ingested: Rinse mouth. Do NOT induce vomiting. Call 911 or a 
physician for treatment advice.  

Have the product label with you when calling a doctor or going 
for treatment.

250 gallons (946 liters)
 

30 gallons (113.52 liters) 2.5 gallons (9.46 liters)
Weight per gallon: 8.75 lbs. @ 68°F

NET CONTENTS:

# FLEET100-2.5  #FLEET100-30  #FLEET100-250 09/17

LI
Q

U
ID

 F
O

LI
A

R 
&

 S
O

IL
 A

D
D

IT
IV

ES

®

Harrell’s, LLC
Post Office Box 807 | Lakeland, FL 33802 | (800) 282-8007 | Harrells.com

ACTIVE INGREDIENTS

3.0% Organic Matter (derived from Humus)
4.3% Humic Acid (derived from Humus)

INERT INGREDIENTS

Deionized Water ......................................................... 92.7%

NONPLANT FOOD INGREDIENTS

PRECAUTIONS
• Avoid getting in eyes or on skin.  The use of safety glasses 

with side shields (or goggles) and water repellent, 
chemical resistant gloves when handling this product is 
recommended.

• Do not contaminate food, feed, seed or water supplies 
during application or when cleaning equipment.

IN CASE OF SPILL OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY, 
CONTACT CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 

CAUTION

Read entire label for additional  
precautionary statements and use directions. 

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY

FIRST AID

If on Skin: Wash with soap and water.  Consult a physician if any 
irritation persists

If in Eyes: Rinse with clean water for 15 minutes.  Remove contact 
lenses after the first 5 minutes and continue to rinse.  Seek 
medical attention if irritation persists.

If Ingested:  Call 911 or a physician for treatment advice.  

Have the product label with you when calling a doctor or going 
for treatment.

250 gallons (946 liters) 30 gallons (113.52 liters) 2.5 gallons (9.46 liters)
Weight per gallon: 8.40 lbs. @ 68° F

EarthMAX®   
Foliar & Soil Additive

F352

NET CONTENTS

Harrell’s, LLC
Post Office Box 807 | Lakeland, FL 33802 | (800) 282-8007 | Harrells.com
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® ACTIVE INGREDIENT
100% Kelp Extract from Ascophyllum nodosum 
(microbe food)

NONPLANT FOOD INGREDIENT

PRECAUTIONS
• Avoid getting in eyes or on skin.  The use of safety glasses 

with side shields (or goggles) and water repellent, 
chemical resistant gloves when handling this product is 
recommended.

• Do not contaminate water during application or when 
cleaning equipment. 

IN CASE OF SPILL OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY, 
CONTACT CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 

CAUTION

Read entire label for additional  
precautionary statements and use directions. 

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY

FIRST AID

If on Skin: Wash with soap and water.  Consult a physician if any 
irritation persists

If in Eyes: Rinse with clean water for 15 minutes.  Remove contact 
lenses after the first 5 minutes and continue to rinse.  Seek 
medical attention if irritation persists.

If Ingested:  Call 911 or a physician for treatment advice.  

Have the product label with you when calling a doctor or going 
for treatment.

250 gallons (946 liters) 30 gallons (113.52 liters) 2.5 gallons (9.46 liters)
Weight per gallon: 8.65 lbs. @ 68°F

F352

NET CONTENTS

Seaweed Extract

820445 07/16

ROOT HEALTH
PROGRAM

Your remedy for year-long root health. 
Harrell’s Root Health Program will aid in promoting stress tolerance, root mass and length, and uniform 
distribution of moisture.  EarthMAX®, Root Enhancer, Seaweed Extract, and Fleet® are your best friends when 
it comes to root health.  Contact your sales representative for details and rates.  
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Before Phoslock
application

Free Reactive
Phosphorus Phoslock

Phoslock continues
to bind FRP released

from sediments

During Phoslock
application

Phoslock moving
through the 

water column

After Phoslock
application

Removing phosphorus from the water
column restores water quality and clarity

PHOSPHORUS REMOVAL TECHNOLOGY

(855) 245-LAKE (5253)  |  www.aquatechnex.com

SERVICES
 Total Lake Management

 AquaMaster Fountain and Diffused Aeration Systems

 Pre Emergent Aquatic Weed Control

 Aquatic Weed Control in Irrigation Reservoirs

 Lake Sediment Reduction

 T.R.A.P. Filamentous Algae Prevention

 Fisheries Management and Habitat Improvement

 Cattail Control using ClearCast/Catzilla Technology

 Mechanical Aquatic Plant Removal and Dredging

Call (855) 245-LAKE (5253)
or visit us online at www.aquatechnex.com

At the forefront of the fight to protect our
water resources for over 40 years.
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WHO WAS YOUR BIGGEST INFLUENCER IN 
THE INDUSTRY?
Hard to say there was only one. Probably my 
biggest influence was my time spent working 
at the Hancock Turfgrass Research Center as 
an undergrad and graduate student at Michi-
gan State. I developed close relationships with 
many of the turfgrass faculty at MSU, as well 
as numerous graduate students, many of 
whom are now professors across the country. 
The network has been a consistent resource 
for me through all of my various career stops.

WHAT WAS YOUR MOST ENJOYABLE 
EXPERIENCE FROM THE GOLF INDUSTRY 
AND YOUR MOST ENJOYABLE EXPERIENCE 
FROM THE SPORTS TURF INDUSTRY?
Probably my most enjoyable experience was 
the year I spent working on the MSU Athletics 
grounds crew in 2011.  I had been a Head 
Groundskeeper for six years before that in 

minor league baseball and went to MSU as 
an assistant.  We had a terrific group to work 
with that summer and I was able to just take 
a step back and focus on my work.  I had 
minimal meetings, no budget stress, noth-
ing like that. I could just show up, work hard 
and really try and focus on my craft.  It was a 
fun summer, with everything from spring 
floods to a U2 concert and subsequent field 
renovation. Excellent learning experience.

WHAT INTERESTED YOU MORE IN THE 
SPORTS TURF INDUSTRY IN 
COMPARISON TO THE GOLF INDUSTRY?
Initially, I got into sports by just following 
the opportunities that were out there.  Once 
I got into it, one of my favorite things is the 
separation of work and play. In golf, I re-
member it being frustrating trying to get 
work done on the course when it was busy, 

(continued on page 15)
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BY CRAIG KESSLER • Director • Governmental Affairs
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GOLF ASSOCIATION
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Many of you have no doubt read the head-
lines about the US Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (USEPA) issuance of a new “Wa-
ters of the United States” Rule that reversed 
the course taken by the Obama Adminis-
tration a couple of years ago – a course that 
caused alarm bells to ring for the nation’s 
farmers, ranchers, and the Golf Course Su-
perintendents Association of America, 
which made reversal of the Obama Admin-
istration Rule the centerpiece of its national 
advocacy effort.  

Many of you have no doubt also read GC-
SAA’s trumpeting of that successful effort in 
the form of the new Rule.  What many of you 
may have forgotten is the caveat the Cali-
fornia Alliance for Golf (CAG) issued about 
the irrelevance of that Rule here in Cali-
fornia.  CAG issued comments at the time 
that were separate and apart from the com-
ments issued by GCSAA and the game’s oth-
er national organizations, albeit they sought 
the same end – a redo of the Rulemaking 
process.

But before we dampen the enthusiasm 
that may have been generated by all the 
“happy” headlines, let us share with you 
what all the “happiness” was about.  

Here is the new definition of what consti-
tutes a “water of the United States” for the 
purposes of federal regulation:

WOTUS [WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES]
New Rules for the Nation; Nothing New for California

•	 Waters or water features that are not 
identified in paragraphs (a)(1) 
through (4) of this section; 

•	 Groundwater, including groundwa-
ter drained through subsurface 
drainage systems; 

NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS.  THE 
FOLLOWING ARE NOT “WATERS OF THE 
UNITED STATES”:

•	 For purposes of the Clean Water Act, 
33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. and its imple-
menting regulations, subject to the 
exclusions in paragraph (b) of this 
section, the term “waters of the Unit-
ed States” means:

•	 The territorial seas, and waters 
which are currently used, or were 
used in the past, or may be suscep-
tible to use in interstate or foreign 
commerce, including waters which 
are subject to the ebb and flow of the 
tide; 

JURISDICTIONAL WATERS:

•	 Tributaries;
•	 Lakes and ponds, and impound-

ments of jurisdictional waters; 
and 

•	 Adjacent wetlands.

( continued on next page )



SEA TO SAND • THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE HI-LO DESERT GCSA & GCSASC

- 11 -

SEA TO SAND • THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE HI-LO DESERT GCSA & GCSASC

pro.wilburellis.com
For information only. Not a label. Prior to use, always read and follow the product label directions. 
WILBUR-ELLIS logo, Ideas to Grow With and WIL-GRO are registered trademarks, and INFILTRATE is a trademark of 
Wilbur-Ellis Company. Aquatrols is a registered trademark, and Synergy is a trademark of Aquatrols. K-1215-868

When water matters most for your close cut, 
fairway and rough grade materials, maximize 
your intake with WIL-GRO® Fertilizer and 
INFILTRATE™, a soil surfactant powered by 
Aquatrols® Synergy™ Technology.

Brad Baker | Territory Sales Manager 
bbaker@wilburellis.com 
Ontario, CA | 951-403-9683

MAKE IT COUNT

KESSLER

•	 Ephemeral features, including ephemeral 
streams, swales, gullies, rills, and pools;

•	 Diffuse stormwater run-off and directional 
sheet flow over upland; 

•	 Ditches that are not paragraph (a)(1) or (2) 
waters, and those portions of ditches con-
structed in paragraph (a)(4) waters that do 
not satisfy the conditions of paragraph (c)(1); 

•	 Prior converted cropland; 
•	 Artificially irrigated areas, including fields 

flooded for agricultural production, that 
would revert to upland should application of 
irrigation water to that area cease; 

•	 Artificial lakes and ponds, including water 
storage reservoirs and farm, irrigation, 
stock watering, and log cleaning ponds, 

constructed or excavated in upland 
or in non-jurisdictional waters, so 
long as those artificial lakes and 
ponds are not impoundments of 
jurisdictional waters that meet the 
conditions of paragraph (c)(6); 

•	 Water-filled depressions construct-
ed or excavated in upland or in 
non-jurisdictional waters incidental 
to mining or construction activity, 
and pits excavated in upland or in 
non-jurisdictional waters for the 
purpose of obtaining fill, sand, or 
gravel; ( continued on page 13 )
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Products & Services
• Fairway mow height
• Big Roll and stolon installations
• Tifway, Tifgreen, TifTuf & Celebration Bermudas
• Elite Plus Fescue and St. Augustine

To place an order or for more information call:
Orange/San Bernardino/ 
Riverside/San Diego Counties – Paul - 951-906-5746
L.A./Santa Barbara/Ventura Co. – Ruben – 661-965-2865

Beautiful grass

www.agsod.com/golf

We’ve been grassing 
golf courses for  

50 years!

never goes out of style!

BLAST FROM THE PAST!
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•	 Stormwater control features construct-
ed or excavated in upland or in non-ju-
risdictional waters to convey, treat, 
infiltrate, or store stormwater run-off; 

•	 Groundwater recharge, water reuse, 
and wastewater recycling structures, 
including detention, retention, and 
infiltration basins and ponds, con-
structed or excavated in upland or in 
non-jurisdictional waters; and 

•	 Waste treatment systems.

Those with excellent memories will im-
mediately understand that so much of 
what was included as a “water of the Unit-
ed States” for the purpose of asserting 
USEPA jurisdiction is now categorically ex-
cluded from the Rule just issued.  All the 
worry created when the Obama EPA was 
venturing down a road that some conclud-
ed might include puddles and land locked 
ponds has vanished.

Whether the “worry” could return after 
this November’s election is a “worry” we’re 
certain GCSAA and others have contem-
plated.  But there is no need to contemplate 
it here in California.  As Executive Direc-
tor of the California Farm Water Coalition 
Mike Wade recently said in a media inter-
view, “ we’re not going to receive much if 
any relief in California from the revisions 
at the federal level because we’re already 
living under a more strict definition of Wa-
ters of the State, as it’s known.”  

New state regulations adopted last 
April require permitting for discharges 
of dredged and fill material and provide 
a broad definition of what is to be consid-
ered a wetland.  California’s “Waters of the 

State” Rule does not contain most of the ex-
clusions that were included in the new Nav-
igable Waters Protection Rule enunciated by 
the USEPA.  California has spent much of the 
last 15 years establishing water rules more 
stringent than the federal government and 
isn’t going to be deterred from staying that 
course because President Trump occupies 
the Oval Office.    

We reiterate all of this not because we 
seek to dampen your enthusiasm, but rath-
er to underscore a point that cannot be re-
peated enough.  California is a universe unto 
itself when it comes to environmental regu-
lation.  Unless specifically preempted, Cali-
fornia follows its own course, and when the 
course involves the environment, it is al-
ways a much stricter one. •••

KESSLER



Service and rental
Graden Sand Contour

Service
Root Pruner

Service and rental
Top Dresser

Service & rentals

Email  us at LLANE@TurfTtime.net
CalL 1-800-994-0004

Uses Wiedenmann Aerifiers with a 
variety of solid and coring tines. One 
day service for 18 greens. Service 
available for fairways and sports 
fields as well.

Deep Tine

Relieves compaction, easy clean up, 
rapid recovery. Great for sand-based 
greens to relieve layering problems. 

Deep Drill

Improves drainage, amends soil, 
relieves compaction for greens, fair-
ways, and tee boxes.  

Drill & Fill

Professional Services

25 Years 
of expertise in the industry

Hundreds 
of satisfied customers

#1 Aerification 
experts in California







Turf Time West has provided services 
to the west coast's premier golf 
courses and athletic fields for the 
past 25 years.  Excellent service with 
proven results!

Trust the Experts

Tips for supplying correct �les:

Misc. Tips:
• To avoid any font issues we recommend you 
submit your job in one of the following formats: 
High Quality PDF, .TIFF, Flattened .PSD, High Res 
.JPG.

•  Always convert jobs in RGB to CMYK.

•  300 DPI images for best print results

•  If your jobs includes folds then please use one 
of our templates to avoid issues.  Our templates 
may be found at www.copycraft.com.

Bleed:
Please make sure your document include proper bleed area.  Standard 1/8” around all sides to ensure proper trimming of your job as indicated above.

Multi-page Documents:
If you are submitting the artwork for a booklet or magazine please number each page individually.   Do not submit the art in a “spread” or “reader” layout 
but with each page as an individual �le.  Each page should be in a seperate art �le numbers cover, page 1, page 2, page 3, and etc.

Spot Color/Transparency Issues:
Always convert your pantone colors to CMYK.  This will resolve any issues with transparencies (drop shadows, glows, etc.) and pantone color conversion.  
This problem only occurs when pantone colors are used with transparency e�ects with converting to CMYK.

Centered Artwork:
Do not leave empty areas around your artwork.  Our pre-press system needs to have �les properly centered with appropriate bleed.  Crop marks are not 
necessary but helpful when submitting your artwork.

8.5”

Innovation from the 
ground up.

Discover more at 
www.simplotpartners.com

When you look at a fairway or a golf green, what 
do you see? For us, we see possibilities. We see 
the adventure of discovery and the excitement of 
finding new ways to improve turf health with 
innovative, new technologies and products. 
That’s why we’re dedicated to Bringing Earth’s 
Resources to Life.

© 2017 J.R. Simplot Company.

To give you a
leg up.

Fullerton 
2300 East Valencia Dr.
Fullerton, CA 
(714) 525-6096
(888) 770-TURF (8873)

Palm Desert
42-200 State Street
Palm Desert, CA 
(760) 837-0040
(888) 837-6177
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yet you wanted the course busy for revenue. 
In the sports turf world, there is time for work 
and time for events, and rarely, if ever, do 
those overlap unless it’s the in-game infield 
drag or covering an infield during rain. 

WHAT IS THE MOST INTERESTING STORY 
YOU HAVE IN THE TURF INDUSTRY?
One of the most unique events I got to help 
with happened years ago at the Buick Open at 
Warwick Hills CC.  I was in grad school 
working at the Turf Research Center at Michi-
gan State, and the we were approached about 
assisting with a hitting clinic for Tiger 
Woods. We ended up taking 4 spare turf 
modules that were used to renovate Spartan 
Stadium in 2002 up to Warwick to make a 
temporary tee box. We built this tee box in 
the middle of the 18th green (during tourna-
ment week mind you!).  We laid a base of 
moving blankets and plywood and used a 
telescoping boom forklift to set the modules 
on the green after one of the practice rounds.  
Tiger came out and did his clinic, and after-
wards we removed the tee.  He ended up 
hitting most of his shots right off a seam 
between modules if that tells you how perfect 
we lined these things up!  The whole reason 
for the event to be on the green was so they 
could fill the stands with spectators,  and the 
biggest stands were on 18 green.

WHAT RECOMMENDATIONS WOULD YOU 
MAKE TO A YOUNG TURF MANAGER?
Don’t burn bridges. This is a small industry 
and if you stay in it, your path will cross with 
many of the same people over the years.  You 
never know when you might need someone’s 
help in the future and it would be a shame if 
you burned that bridge years ago.

WHAT WAS YOUR DREAM JOB WHEN YOU 
WERE IN SCHOOL AT MICHIGAN STATE?
I honestly can’t say I had one.  I’ve always 
been a person who is looking out for opportu-
nities to advance my career and those oppor-
tunities don’t always follow a set plan.

IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT ARE THE 
BIGGEST CHALLENGES THAT TURF 
MANAGERS FACE CURRENTLY?
In my travels I hear the biggest issues facing 
everyone right now is labor.  Finding good 
quality staff, who are reliable, is challenging 
everywhere. I also think guys are still get-
ting asked to do more with less.  This creates 
a difficult situation because no one wants to 
fail, so you find a way to make it happen.  If 
there is no dip in quality, management 
figures you must have what you need, so 
now you’ve sealed you fate in terms of re-
sources.  We can be our own worst enemies 
sometimes in that respect.

YOU WERE PART OF THE 2004 OLYMPICS 
IN ATHENS, WHAT WAS THE GREATEST 
ASPECT YOU TOOK AWAY FROM THAT 
EXPERIENCE?
Turf managers in the US have no idea how 
good they have it.  We have access to all the 
products, tools, equipment and knowledge 
we could ever want.  In Athens it was the 
polar opposite. It was challenging to find 
good fertilizer.  It was near impossible to 
find equipment and parts. I would have 
given anything to get some quality rakes and 
shovels. Other parts of the world don’t have 
near the industry support that we do here.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO IN YOUR 
SPARE TIME, AND WHAT DO YOU FIND 
RELAXES YOU THE MOST WHEN YOU 
ARE NOT ON THE JOB?
When I’m not working I’m spending time 
with my wife and son.  We love to be active, 
travel and be outdoors.  When I find time, I 
like to ride my mountain bike or road bike 
whenever possible. •••
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NOTE: The below handout is available at the USGAA website. If you don’t already have it, cut or tear out 
this page for your your reference.

After a period of extended closure, a store can restock its shelves 
and easily resume normal operations. A restaurant can fire up the 
burners and be back in business. But a golf course is a living thing, 
and superintendents can’t bring the course back to regular playing 
conditions simply or quickly after a period of neglect. Even if the 
course is closed, a minimum maintenance regimen will help keep 
the turf healthy and “standing by” for when facilities are able to 
resume standard operations.

The GCSAA and USGA recommend the following minimum practices 
for course maintenance. Keep in mind that turf conditions and 
needs vary greatly around the country, so the guidelines should be 
adapted to the current growing conditions in your region.

As you carry out your maintenance operations during this time, it 
is important that each golf facility comply with CDC guidelines in 
addition to any state or local executive orders. Measures should 
include but are not limited to:
 • Minimize the number of maintenance staff members   
    working on the golf course at one time.
 • Maintain social distancing guidelines at all times.
 • Assign staff equipment to avoid sharing between   
    employees. 
 • Stagger working hours and break times.
 • Place hand sanitizer throughout maintenance area.
 • Regularly disinfect any surface that is contacted. 

MOWING
In order to maintain turf that is healthy enough to 
survive while also reducing weed encroachment, the 
following mowing frequency is recommended: 

 • Greens 2-3x per week 
 • Tees 1-2x per week 
 • Fairways 1-2x per week 
 • Collars 1-2x per week 
 • Approaches 1-2x per week 
 • Driving Range Tees and Targets 1-2x per week 
 • Driving Range 1x every two weeks
 • Rough 1x every one to two weeks 
Utilize plant growth regulators where possible to manage growth rate and 
clipping yields. Increasing mowing heights will allow for longer intervals 
between mowing. 

IRRIGATION
Irrigation should be applied as necessary to ensure 
adequate turf health and density. Avoid excessive 
irrigation, which will promote unnecessary growth.

PLANT PROTECTANTS AND 
FERTILIZERS
Apply plant protectants and fertilizers judiciously 
to maintain plant health while not encouraging 
unnecessary growth.

BUNKER MAINTENANCE
Bunkers should be maintained as necessary to prevent 
weed encroachment. 

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
Carry out routine maintenance as required to keep 
essential equipment in good operating condition.

MINIMUM MAINTENANCE FOR GOLF 
COURSES DURING COVID-19 OUTBREAK

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

GCSAA COVID-19:
gcsaa.org/pandemic

USGA COVID-19:
https://www.usga.org/course-care/

covid-19-resource-center.html
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www.floratine.com www.growpower.com

GT Series Heads • Coring • Dethatching • Spiking • Seeding
www.MAREDO-bv.com

MAREDO IT!
Don’t Just Verticut it...
MAREDO IT!

GT-230 GT-230 RESULTS

Gary  Crocker • (818) 667 3998 • zuluturf@yahoo.com  | Shelley Crocker • (310) 347 6608 • grasspointusa@verizon.net

www.turfscreen.com
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• Sales
• Rentals
• Service
• Repairs
• Custom Work

• Delivery & Service throughout Southern california!
• Daily • Weekly • Monthly rentalS
• coMpetitive pricing
• WWW.jWcgolfcartS.coM

CONTACT 

(909) 664-3077
(909) 374-0543 

JR’s
West Coast Golf Cars

EST. 1996
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Possibility begins with 
empowering you.

No one knows your course from tee to green  

quite like you. But that will never keep us from 

nurturing the relationships you’ve grown to value  

with us as Crop Production Services. And now 

with even broader resources and capabilities, your  

Nutrien Solutions location is even more equipped 

to help you become a more capable superintendent  

than ever. nutrienagsolutions.com

Anaheim 
714-549-2871

Coachella 
760-501-1827

Goleta 
805-964-3501

San Jacinto 
951-654-9301

San Marcos 
760-744-2514

Oxnard 
805-487-4961
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Toro Announces GeoLink® Solutions™ 
Featuring Autonomous Technology

To learn more about GeoLink Solutions  enabled machines available today as 
well as concept units visit: toro.com/GeoLinkSolutions

www.turfstar.com
800-585-8001

* The Geolink fairway mower shown is in test, availability is undetermined at this time.  
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Solutions You Can Count On
Your local source for fertilizers, herbicides, fungicides, insecticides, adjuvants, and soil conditioners. 

Agri-Turf supports you and the golf industry by partnering with these quality suppliers:

BRANDT® Fertigreen • Premium Foliar Products

BorderTM 2.0 • VivaxTM Groom® PGR • TEE-OFF® 4.5F

Roots® 1-2-3® PREMIX PLUS
COUNTRY CLUB® MD Methylene Urea

Steve Plummer, CGCS • Cell 714-349-7486
Office 866-314-0812 • www.agriturfdistributing.com
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Most golf fans will have heard of Gene Sarazen's double ea-
gle on the par-five 15th during the 1935 Masters.  It has come to 
be known as "the shot heard 'round the world." However, what 
many people don't know is that Walter Hagen played a big part 
in this memorable Masters moment.

Hagen was playing along-
side Sarazen that afternoon 
and Sarazen could not decide 

on a club for his second shot while standing in the middle of 
the 15th fairway. Finally, Hagen yelled over from the side of the 
fairway, "Hurry up, will ya? I've got a date tonight." This caused 
Sarazen to finally decide on a 4-wood, which he then belted 235 
yards and right into the hole for a double eagle. 

What many don't know about the 1935 Masters is that Saraz-
en's double eagle on 15 only helped him come back and tie Craig 
Wood for the lead after 72 holes. Wood and Sarazen would take 
part in a 36-hole playoff the following day, which Sarazen won 
by a score of 144-149.

Just a bit of Masters Trivia

Stephen Munday/Getty Images
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No SDHI controls a broader spectrum. 

Velista® fungicide is proven to control 
anthracnose while emerging as a leader in fairy 
ring control. 

For more information, contact:  
Kimberly Gard 
760-390-5117
kimberly.gard@Syngenta.com

Greg Fukumitsu 
805-479-4444
greg.fukumitsu@Syngenta.com

©2020 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may 
not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please check with your state or 
local extension service to ensure registration status. GreenCast®,  Velista®,  the Alliance Frame and 
the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. All other trademarks used herein are 
the property of their respective owners. 
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HIGH TECH IRRIGATION
Irrigation and Turf Supplies

Indio
80-975 Indio Blvd. Building A
(760) 347-4116

Palm Desert
74-773 Joni Drive
(760) 773-9224

Visit our website - hightechirrigation.com
YOUR EXCLUSIVE RAINBIRD DISTRIBUTOR

 

John Marman
Anthony Pulizzano
Order hOtline 888/893-8873
www.westcoastturf.com

drOught 
tOlerant 
water saving 
turFgrass 
varieties 
available!

•  Introducing NEW hillside native Fine      
    Fescue and west Coast native bentgrass  
    (Agrostis pallens)

•  Offering over 20+ varieties including 
    water friendly hybrid bermuda, paspalum 
    and kikuyugrass

•  Organic endurant turf Colorant available  
    in lieu of fall overseeding

•  Field removal, topMaker field recycling,  
    hydroseeding, sod and stolon installation  
    services

u 
STOVER 

SEED COMPANY 

For over 80 years the 
specialty seed source for: 

-Native Grasses and
Wildflowers 

-Kikuyu, Paspalum,
Hybrid Bermuda

-Bentgrassess,Fine
Fescues,Ryegrasses

Golf Course Representatives: 
 Don Lewis 213-247-3266 

Marcus Coulombe 213-760-0524 
Home Office: 800-621-0315 

www.stoverseed.com 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Marc Connerly • President
Connerly & Associates, Inc.
2235 Park Towne Cir., 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95825
C: (916) 214-6495
O: (916) 485-6364
F:  (916) 485-6374
www.hilodesert.org

AFFILIATE LIAISONS
Jeff Stephenson 
Nutrien Solutions
Email: jeff.stephenson@nutrien.com

Megan Zeiger
Wilbur-Ellis
Email: MZeiger@wilburellis.com

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT LIAISON 
Nick Leitner 
Eldorado Country Club 
Email: nleitner@eldoradocc.org

Mike Magnani
Andalusia Country Club
Email: mmagnani@andalusiacountryclub.com

PRESIDENT 
Tyler Truman
Sun City Palm Desert 
Email: tyler.truman@scpdca.com

VICE-PRESIDENT
Jim Schmid 
The Lakes Country Club
Email: jschmid@thelakescc.com

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Gerad Nelson 
Porcupine Creek 
Email: gnelson@jozu.org

PAST PRESIDENT 
Chris Hoyer
Bermuda Dunes Country Club
Email: chris.h@bermudadunescc.com

2019 DIRECTORS
Nate Glaser 
Heritage Palms
Email: nglaser@heritagepalms.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Marc Connerly • President
Connerly & Associates, Inc.
2235 Park Towne Cir., 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95825
C: (916) 214-6495
O: (916) 485-6364
F:  (916) 485-6374
www.gcsasc.org

Ron Kerley • High Tech Irrigation 
Email: ron@hightechirrigation.com

Daniel Pollack• Wilshire Country Club
Email: danpollack40@yahoo.com

AFFILIATE LIAISONS
Steve Plummer • Agri-Turf Distributing
Email: splummer@agriturfdistributing.com

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT LIAISONS
Ryan MacNair • Santa Ana Country Club
Email: ryanm@santaanacc.org

Marc Lilliberg • El Dorado Park G.C.
Email: super@eldoradoparkgc.com
Jason Fuertes • Industry Hills G.C. 
Email: jason.fuertes@brightview.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Jarred O’Barr • Aliso Viejo C.C
Email: jarred.obarr@clubcorp.com

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Robert Hertzing • Lakeside Golf Club
Email: Robert@lakesidegolfclub.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Mike Williams
Mountain Meadows G.C.  
super@mountainmeadowsgc.com

2020 DIRECTORS 
Jorge Morales • Alta Vista C.C.
jmorales@altavistacc.com

PRESIDENT
John Nachreiner • Shady G.C. 
Email: jnachreiner@shadycanyongolfclub.com
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